
 

January ’20 Poll of Tennessee | Human Rights Campaign 
Using its Dynamic Online Sampling Engine to attain a sample reflective of the electorate, Change 
Research polled 893 likely voters in Tennessee, January 30-31, 2020. Post-stratification was 
performed on region, gender, age, ethnicity, educational attainment, and 2016 presidential vote. 

 
Tennessee voters reject legislators’ anti-LGBTQ agenda  
 
On behalf of the Human Rights Campaign, Change Research surveyed 893 likely voters in 
Tennessee from January 30-31 in order to understand their reaction to the anti-LGBTQ legislative 
agenda being pushed by state legislators. A majority of voters oppose these anti-LGBTQ bills and 
support policies that protect the rights of LGBTQ Tennesseans.   
 
 

● Voters, including Republicans, are not demanding laws like this, and say legislators are too 
focused on divisive issues instead of real problems. Just 4% of all voters and 1% of 
Republicans say that “regulating transgender rights” is among the most important issues for 
the Tennessee state government to address, the least important policy priority tested. 
Further, a 62% majority - including majorities of voters across age, race, gender, and 
education divides - say that “Legislators are too focused on divisive issues and should be 
focusing on pressing issues that will actually have an impact on Tennesseans, like growing 
the economy.” The issue that Tennessee voters prioritize most is healthcare costs (41%), and a 
55% majority disapprove of the job Republican leaders in the state are doing handing their #1 
issue. 
 
 

● Voters decisively reject anti-transgender legislation. Majorities oppose proposed legislation 
that would discriminate against LGBTQ people, and strong opposition is greater than strong 
support for each of these policies.  

 



 

Tennessee voters express clear opposition to policies that seek to regulate transgender 
minors. A 63% majority opposes a medical care ban for transgender minors, and 56% oppose 
a bill requiring the State Attorney General to defend anti-LGBTQ policies in Tennessee 
schools. 

 
Majorities also reject proposals that would make it legal for Tennesseans to discriminate 
against LGBTQ people. Six-in-ten voters oppose Tennessee’s new anti-LGBTQ adoption law, 
with strong opponents outnumbering strong supporters two-to-one. A 56% majority also 
opposes granting businesses a license to discriminate against LGBTQ people. 

 
 

● Tennesseeans instead support new laws to protect the rights of LGBTQ people and a more 
inclusive view of society. A 57% majority of Tennessee voters say that “We need to stop 
stigmatizing transgender people as a society” and majorities support new policies that would 
protect the rights of transgender people. An overwhelming 72% of voters support “Protecting 
LGBTQ people against discrimination in the workplace,” and 49% strongly support this.  

 
● These divisive, anti-LGBTQ bills reinforce for voters the negative things they think about 

Tennessee elected officials. A 57% majority disapprove of the job that Governor Lee and 
Republicans in the State Legislature are doing handling LGBTQ rights and just 26% say those 
leaders “respect the rights of LGBTQ people.” With voters supporting a more inclusive and 
less divisive agenda, it is no wonder that just 38% say Governor Lee and state legislators 
“share my values” and 55% say they are “out of touch.” 

 
 
 
 

https://www.hrc.org/blog/shameful-tennessee-gov-bill-lee-signs-harmful-anti-lgbtq-child-welfare-bill

