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Welcome,
 A little over a month ago, music legend Elton 
John spoke to Congress with a simple message: 
“The AIDS epidemic is not over. And America’s 
continued leadership is critical.“ His words could 
not have come at a more crucial time.
 As the Supreme Court decides whether to 
extend marriage equality to same-sex couples in 
all 50 states, many people have begun to ask me – 
what’s next? What issue should be at the forefront 
of the fight for LGBT equality, particularly for LGBT 
people here in Arkansas?
 As someone who’s been doing this work 
for many years, I can say that there are no easy 
answers to that question. But one issue where 
we clearly have a unique opportunity to make a 
difference right now, right here in Arkansas, is the 
fight to end the HIV and AIDS epidemic.
 According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), there are more than 
1.2 million Americans living with HIV, and many 
of them reside in the South. In 2010, there were 
nearly 6,000 Arkansas living with HIV or AIDS, and 
more than 300 Arkansans are being diagnosed as 
HIV-positive each year. Rates of transmission are 
particularly high among communities of color, and 
among gay and bisexual men –  who, by the end 
of 2010, made up 71.8% of all people diagnosed 
with HIV or AIDS.
 Behind every one of these numbers is a 
person: a young Black gay man scared to talk to 
his doctor about his sexual orientation. A Latina 
trying to cope with an unexpected diagnosis. 
A transgender man who recently lost his job 
and his health insurance because of workplace 
discrimination.
 These are the harsh realities facing many 
LGBT Arkansans, and make them much more 
likely to come in contact with HIV, and much less 
able to access appropriate and effective treatment.

 But as Elton John made clear in his 
testimony before Congress, “there is a window of  
opportunity before us—a window through 
which we can very clearly see the end of AIDS—
within my lifetime.“ From big policy wins like the 
Affordable Care Act and Medicaid expansion that 
helps ensure coverage and care for people living 
with HIV/AIDS, to new HIV prevention technologies 
such as Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP), we 
have more tools than ever to turn the tide against 
HIV.
 But we can’t do better unless we know 
better, which is why HRC recently released What 
Do I Do? A Handbook to Understanding Health 
& HIV. It’s a new guide that provides invaluable 
advice on HIV prevention, treatment, and care. 
Made possible in part by a grant from the Elton 
John AIDS Foundation, the four-part handbook 
offers an overview of HIV and how it’s transmitted; 
information on testing and the importance of 
knowing your status; what an HIV test result means 
and what to expect; and guidance on prioritizing 
positive, shame-free sexual health.  
 It’s also the reason why the HRC 
Foundation, in partnership with the Elton John 
AIDS Foundation,  is holding Equal Care for Equal 
Lives: An LGBT Inclusive Healthcare Summit  
today at the Brandon Conference Center at the 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital. This statewide 
conference – the first of its kind in Arkansas – 
will address LGBT health disparities and create 
welcoming healthcare spaces for all Arkansans.
 Now is the time for all of us – gay or straight, 
transgender or not – to come together and seize 
this unprecedented moment. While no one may 
know what the future holds, I’m committed to 
bringing about an AIDS-free generation in this 
lifetime, in Arkansas. Will you join me?

Sincerely,

Kendra R. Johnson
As state director of HRC Arkansas, Kendra R. Johnson 

leads the organization’s Project One America effort across 
the state to bring equality to lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. Using the resources of HRC and 

collaborating with local organizations, Johnson will work 
to change hearts and minds, advance enduring legal 

protections, and build more inclusive institutions.



SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
7:00 – 8:30       Registration

8:00 – 8:15        Welcome & introduction - Kendra R. Johnson – Auditorium          
 
8:15 – 9:15        Opening Plenary: Updates on the Diagnosis, Treatment and 
   Prevention of HIV - Marvell Terry – Auditorium
 
9:15 – 10:15     Plenary: Achieving Health Equity for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and    
   Transgender People - Harvey Makadon – Auditorium
 
10:15 – 10:30   Break – North
                                               
10:30 – 11:30   Concurrent Session I 

   Provider Track: LGBTQ Health Disparities and Creating a Welcoming Space 
   Sara Tariq – Auditorium

   Consumer Track: Toward A LGBT Competency Curriculum - Diedra Levi 
   and Patient-Centered Care for Trans Health - Andrea Zekis – South
 
11:30 – 11:45       Break – North                                                   
 
11:45 -12:45   Lunch Plenary: HIV and AIDS – Linkage to Care 
   June Gipson, Diedra Levi and Leandro Mena – North
 
 1:00 – 2:00        Concurrent Session II 
 
   Provider Track: Mental Health and LGBT Populations  
   Angie Bowen, Jon  Mourot, and Jeffrey Neal – South
   
   Consumer Track: Removing the Financial Barriers to ACA/ Healthcare    
   Literacy 101  - Kellan Baker – Auditorium  

2:00 - 2:15  Break - North

2:15 – 3:15        Plenary: What LGBT Patients Wish Their Physicians  Knew    
   Panel - Clifton Adamson, Kristi Blackmon, Janet Cathey , Violet Gresham,   
   Lisa Hlass, and Tommy Luckett,  – Auditorium
 
3:15 – 3:30            Break  - North                                                 
 
3:30 – 4:30        Closing Plenary: LGBT Youth and Their Health – Age Appropriate 
   Sex Education - Ashley Antipolo , Karen Swinton, and Gary Wheeler –  
   Auditorium
 
4:45 – 6:15  Closing Remarks  – Auditorium

5:15 - 6:15  Reception – North



THE GOALS ARE CLEAR
1. Reducing the stigma of HIV/AIDS

2. Advancing awareness of prevention and treatment 

3. Working to uplift the voices of LGBT individuals in 
the South through our #BeInTheKnow social media 
campaign

4. Expanding inclusive and competent healthcare 
to LGBT persons by providing training sessions for 
medical providers

HEALTHCARE 

Only half of LGBT Arkansans are 
fully out with their healthcare 
provider. Nearly half (42%) dont 
consider their primary care 
physician LGBT friendly

Opening Session (Updates on the Diagnosis, 
Treatment and Prevention of HIV)

This workshop examines the newest  and best 
practices on HIV prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 
Terry will detail HRC’s efforts to end the epidemic that 
affects Americans from all walks of life, but continues 
to disproportionately impact gay and bisexual 
men, transgender women, youth ages 13-24 and 
communities of color, particularly in the South.

Achieving Health Equity for Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender People

Healthy People 2020 and the Institute of Medicine have 
identified key health disparities faced by the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) population. 
Outreach and engagement of LGBT populations, as 
indicated in the Affordable Care Act, is a critical role for 
healthcare organizations in terms of providing culturally 
responsive care and population-based health to reduce 
disparities. This session provides an overview of LGBT 
health disparities, demographics, and terminology, as 
well as key strategies for bringing high quality care to 
LGBT peoples at health centers and other healthcare 
organizations. Strategies for collection of sexual 
orientation and gender identity data in clinical settings 
will be addressed. Participants will also learn about 
creating LGBT-inclusive environments of care and the 
intersections of LGBT health, population health and 
team-based care.

LGBTQ Health Disparities and Creating a 
Welcoming Space

This talk covers important issues surrounding 
cultural sensitivity regarding LGBT patients, 
including acknowledgment that LGBT patients are an 
underserved population. In addition, we will focus on 
concepts of rapport building and communication with 
concrete suggestions. The concept of psychological 
safety will also be covered.

Toward a LGBT Competency Curriculum and
Patient-Centered Care for Trans Health

The Center for American Progress and The Living 
Affected Corporation have engaged in creating a LGBTQ 
Cultural Competency and Sensitivity Curriculum to be 
offered to organizations and entities across the state. 
This is an effort to  expose the specific needs of LGBTQ 
Arkansans in relations to the Affordable Care Act 
and the state’s Health Care Independence Act; while 
working to expand the curriculum to other aspects of 
LGBTQ life in Arkansas such as Housing, Education, 
Food, Treatment  and Employment.  

Transgender and gender non-binary individuals 
face major healthcare challenges; discrimination in 
healthcare settings and provider lack of knowledge 
create unsafe environments, poor quality of care, 
underutilization of essential services, and limited access 
to treatment for gender dysphoria. The discussion 
will cover the implementation plan for the Transform 
Health Arkansas project, how this project empowers 
transgender and gender non-binary persons and how 
everyone can get involved.

50%

The number of HIV and AIDS cases in 
Arkansas was higher here in 2013 than 
any single year since 1995

Insurance companies are not required 
to cover transition-related care



Sources: HRC Arkansas’ 2014 Landmark Study of 1000 LGBT Arkansans; “HIV Surveillance Report: Arkansas, 
2013”; HRC 2014 Healthcare Equality Index;  HRC 2014 State Equality Index. “States Graded on LGBT 

Tobacco Cessation Efforts”

HIGHLIGHTS
Everyday Realities for LGBT Arkansans

The LGBT community smokes at 
rates 65 percent higher than the 
general public

. 

HIV/AIDS – Linkage to Care
This session discusses the barriers to accessible HIV 
care, the differences in cultures that contribute to many 
aspects of care, and how socioeconomic status affects 
such care. This session also analyzes aspects of the 
Affordable Care Act and how the navigation process 
works for those diagnosed with HIV/AIDS.

Mental Health and LGBT Populations
This panel will discuss psychotherapy within LGBT 
populations, with a particular emphasis on the 
discernment process for transgender and questioning 
clients.

Removing the Financial Barriers to ACA/ 
Healthcare  Literacy 101

The Affordable Care Act offers an unprecedented 
opportunity for LGBT persons to get the healthcare that 
we need, when we need it. However, this opportunity 
will not be recognized if we do not understand how to 
make the law work for us. This workshop, Out2Enroll—a 
nationwide initiative that helps LGBT people and their 
families connect with coverage—will discuss specific 
benefits of the health reform law and provide an 
overview of important points for LGBT people to know 
as we are considering health coverage options.

What LGBT Patients Wish Their 
Physicians Knew

This session will discuss the healthcare needs and 
requirements of LGBT patients that are not widely 
provided by many physicians and other medical 
professionals. During this event you will hear from a 
panel of members within the LGBT community who will 
discuss their experiences with providers.  

LGBT Youth and Their Health – Age Appropriate 
Sex Education

This session will address the necessity of LGBT-
inclusive sex education. Among an array of topics, this 
discussion will include: importance of sex education, 
and age appropriate sex education among children; 
sex education curriculums taught in Arkansas’ school 
systems; and what should be taught in Arkansas’ school 
systems.

Only 2 out of 17 evaluated healthcare facilities 
in Arkansas actively participated in the 

Healthcare Equality Index 2014 and obtained 
Leader status for LGBT patient-centered care. 

THE CORE FOUR FOR THE
HEALTHCARE EQUALITY INDEX



Ashley Antipolo, MD, FAAP 
is an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Pediatrics at UAMS.  
She completed her pediatric 
residency at UAMS in 2010. She 
joined the Adolescent Section 
at Arkansas Childrens Hospital 

in the  Pediatric Department in 2010, working as a 
clinical educator in  Arkansas Children’s Hospital’s 
Adolescent Clinic. She is also an Associate-Medical 
Information Officer at ACH, spearheading electronic 
medical record development and integration as well 
as physician training and curriculum. Dr. Antipolo is 
the primary Adolescent Medicine lecturer for third 
year medical students on the Pediatrics rotation 
and serves as the course director for theAdolescent 
Medicine’s 4th year medical student rotation.
 

Kellan Baker is a Senior Fellow 
with the LGBT Research and 
Communications Project at the 
Center for American Progress, 
where he works on LGBT 
health issues across the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 

Services. At CAP, Kellan directs the LGBT State 
Exchanges Project, which partners with LGBT and 
consumer health advocates in numerous states to 
ensure that the benefits of the Affordable Care Act 
reach LGBT communities. 

He is a founding Steering Committee member of 
Out2Enroll, a nationwide initiative that works to 
connect LGBT people and their families with their new 
coverage options under the health reform law. He is 
a member of the Advisory Panel on Outreach and 
Enrollment at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services and is a frequent presenter on LGBT health 
issues at venues that include the White House, 
Johns Hopkins University, and the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office, among others. He holds a BA 
with high honors from Swarthmore College and an 
MPH and MA from George Washington University.

Dr. Janet Cathey is a proud 
product of Arkansas public 
schools and the University of 
Arkansas. She graduated from 
medical school and completed 
her residency in Obstetrics 
and Gynecology at UAMS in 

1986 and went into private practice in Little Rock. 
She began seeing TG patients in private practice 
because no one wanted to see these patients. 
It never occurred to her not to. She enjoyed a 
tremendously successful and rewarding  practice for 
24 years until injuries from a car accident forced an 
early retirement in 2010. In 2013, Dr. Cathey took 
a part time teaching position in the Dept of Ob-Gyn 
at UAMS. In October of 2014, Dr. Cathey, with the 
support and assistance of colleagues at UAMS 
and mental health professionals in the community 
opened a TG clinic at UAMS. The TG program is 
growing and Dr. Cathey will soon have a designated 
clinic for the care of TG patients.

Dr. Cathey is Board Certified in Obstetrics and 
Gynecology and a Fellow in the ACOG (American 
College of Ob-Gyn). She is a member of several 
Medical societies and has received awards 
recognizing her accomplishments in private practice 
as well as teaching awards at UAMS. She is 
married and has two children who are recent college 
graduates.

Angie Bowen is originally 
from Wisconsin and moved to 
Arkansas eight years ago.  While 
originally trained as a guidance 
counselor, upon arriving and 
working here she felt compelled 
to enter the field of mental health 

counseling.  She has been working in multiple 
capacities in mental health for over six years now.

Dr. June Gipson currently 
serves as the President/CEO 
of My Brother’s Keeper, Inc. 
in Ridgeland, MS.  She holds 
a Bachelor degree in Criminal 
Justice from the University of 
Southern Mississippi, a Master 

degree in Education Administration from William 
Carey College, a Specialist degree in Education 
Leadership, and a Doctorate of Philosophy in Urban 
Higher Education from Jackson State University.  Dr. 

THE SPEAKERS



Gipson has worked in the public health arena for 
over 14 years.  During her tenure, she has worked 
diligently as an educator and health professional to 
implement an array of community-oriented programs 
that focus on improving the health and wellness of 
minority communities. Most recently, Dr. Gipson has 
expanded her service range into the clinical arena 
with the establishment of Mississippi’s first LGBTI 
primary healthcare clinic, Open Arms Healthcare 
Center.  This vibrant, patient-focused healthcare 
center provides innovative, preventive, clinical, 
and mental healthcare services to underserved, 
underinsured, and underrepresented populations 
in Mississippi, with emphasis on the Lesbian, Gay, 
Bi-sexual, Transgender, and Intersex (LGBTI) 
communities.

Diedra Levi is a seasoned and 
passionate expert on HIV/AIDS 
in Arkansas. She has created 
programming that addresses 
the needs of marginalized 
communities with an emphasis 
on LGBTQ people of color. She 

has been awarded the National Positive Leadership 
Award by the National Association of People With 
AIDS (NAPWA). Diedra was voted as one of the 2011 
top 20 Minority Health Advocates by the Arkansas 
Minority Health Commission. She has served as 
the Co-Chair for the Arkansas Community Planning 
Group and led the Arkansas HIV Community 
Advocates coalition. As the founder and CEO of the 
community based organization, The Living Affected 
Corporation (LACorp), she has spearheaded 
advocacy, from the human rights perspective, that 
addresses the physiological needs of people living 
with or affected by HIV/AIDS to be prioritized ahead 
of all other HIV/AIDS intervention efforts. She, 
along with community cohorts, is presently working 
to create an Arkansas specific LGBTQ cultural 
sensitivity training curriculum to be taught
throughout the state.

Tommy Luckett is a transgender 
woman of color living with 
HIV since September 2012. 
Luckett began advocating in 
February 2014 by speaking at 
the Presidential Advisory Council 
on HIV/AIDS. Luckett went on to 

AIDS Watch 2014 and 2015 where she spoke with 
her members of Congress about HIV/AIDS and 

the fundamental need to keep resources available. 
Luckett is a member of the Positive Women’s 
Network-USA, a National Advisory Board Member 
of Positively Trans, a Steering Committee Member 
of the US PLHIV Caucus, board member of the 
Arkansas Transgender Equality Coalition (ArTEC), a 
quality health advisor to the Arkansas Department of 
Health and a blogger for The Well Project’s “A Girl 
Like Me”.

Harvey J. Makadon, MD is the 
Director of Education and Training 
at The Fenway Institute, a division 
of Fenway Health, Boston, and a 
Professor of Medicine at Harvard 
Medical School. He teaches about 
how to improve access to quality 

care for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
people in healthcare settings around the country. 
He directs the National LGBT Health Education 
Center, a HRSA funded cooperative agreement 
to improve cultural competence in LGBT health in 
community health centers, and the National Center 
for Innovation in AIDS Care also funded by HRSA.   

Dr. Makadon is the lead editor of The Fenway Guide 
to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Health, 
published by the American College of Physicians. A 
second edition was published in 2015.  In addition 
to writing numerous articles and chapters related to 
LGBT health, he served on the Advisory Committee 
to the Institute of Medicine of the U.S. National 
Academy of Sciences in the preparation of The Health 
of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender People: 
Building a Foundation for Better Understanding 
published in March, 2011.

Leandro Antonio Mena, M.D., 
M.P.H. is a physician with 
specialty training in infectious 
diseases. He has more than 12 
years of experience in clinical 
and epidemiological research in 
the area of sexually transmitted 
infections (including HIV), with 

special interest in the dynamics of transmission 
and the role that social determinants of health play 
in perpetuating these epidemics in sexual and 
gender minority populations. Dr. Mena currently 
supervises a research team dedicated to clinical and 
epidemiologic research, and serves as the medical 
director of the Crossroads Clinic (STD/HIV clinic 



in Jackson, Mississippi), the only publicly funded 
exclusive STD/HIV clinic in the state, and Open 
Arms Healthcare Center, a community based clinic 
that offers primary care services with an emphasis 
in the health care needs of LGBTI populations in 
Jackson, MS. Dr. Mena is an Associate Professor of 
Medicine, Infectious Diseases, at the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center in Jackson, Mississippi.  
He earned his medical degree from the Universidad 
Nacional Pedro Henriquez Urena in Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic, and his MPH from the Tulane 
University School of Public Health and Tropical 
Medicine in New Orleans, Louisiana.

Jon Etienne Mourot, Ph.D., 
J.D., founder of Pridecorps: 
GLBT Youth Center, is a licensed 
psychologist, gender specialist, 
certified sex therapist. In addition 
to co-chairing Pridecorps, Mourot 
sees individuals and couples in 

his Hillcrest private practice. He is a board member 
of the Arkansas Psychological Association; a 
member of the World Professional Association for 
Transgender Health, the American Association of 
Sexuality Educators, Counselors, and Therapists; 
and former president of the Florida Association of 
Sex Therapists.

Dr. Jefferey Neal attended 
Ouachita Baptist University and 
graduated summa cum laude 
with a BS in biology and minor 
in chemistry. He attended the 
University of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences (UAMS) medical 

school, and is currently a PGY3 in the psychiatry 
department in Little Rock, Arkansas. He will start a 
child and adolescent psychiatry fellowship in July of 
2015 at UAMS. He won the Diamond Award 2014 
in the psychiatry department, which is given to the 
resident who shows the greatest promise in the field 
of child and adolescent psychiatry.

Kate Stewart, M.D., M.P.H., 
a  professor of health policy 
and management in the Fay 
W. Boozman College of Public 
Health (COPH) at the University 
of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
(UAMS), directs the Office of 

Community-Based Public Health, and leads the 

community engagement efforts of the Arkansas 
Center for Health Disparities and the Arkansas 
Prevention Research Center at COPH. Through 
these leadership roles she has partnered with 
communities to create infrastructure for community-
engaged research with support from the National 
Institutes of Health, federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, federal Health Resources 
and Services Administration, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 
She has more than 20 years of experience engaging 
communities, both domestically and internationally, 
in research and interdisciplinary efforts to improve 
public health. Her efforts have led to policy changes 
related to access to care, community health workers, 
and long-term care.

Stewart earned her medical degree from UAMS 
and obtained a Masters of Public Health with a 
concentration in international health from Johns 
Hopkins University (JHU) in Baltimore. She serves 
on the board of the Arkansas Transgender Equality 
Coalition. 

 
Karen Swinton, teacher, 
educator and motivational 
speaker, has been working in 
the arena of public service for 20 
years. Her work journey began 
in 1994 when she was hired as 
a clerical assistant for an at-risk 

program in Pulaski County.  She quickly moved 
up the ranks from temp to Program Development 
Manager, where she supervised a staff of 10 and 
served as an administrator of 16 after-school tutorial 
programs within Pulaski County. 

After leaving the county in 2000, she took a 
position as health educator/facilitator at Planned 
Parenthood of Arkansas and Eastern Oklahoma. 
In that position, she worked with women teaching 
them self-empowerment and educating them on the 
transmission and prevention of sexually transmitted 
infections and HIV. In 2003, she became the Program 
Director at Planned Parenthood, working with teens 
to help them make positive life choices. Swinton 
is a graduate of Arkansas State University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences. She is 
married and has two amazing children.



Dr. Sara Tariq is an Associate 
Professor of Internal Medicine. 
Sara received her BS in Biology 
from the University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock, and her MD from 
UAMS. She completed her 
residency in Internal Medicine at 

Brown University, where she also served as Chief 
Resident. Sara returned to UAMS as an Assistant 
Professor in 2002 and immediately became the ICM2 
course director, a position she continues to hold.

Dr. Tariq is an excellent educator and has received 
accolades too numerous to count, and is a multiple 
winner of the College of Medicine’s Red Sash 
Teaching Awards, Gold Sash Teaching Awards, 
and Golden Apple Awards. She has been elected 
by the graduating class to speak at their Honors 
Convocation on numerous occasions. She recently 
won the prestigious Waxman Award for Medical 
Student Education from the American College of 
Physicians.

She recently received the Educational Innovation 
award from the College of Medicine for her efforts 
in integrating clinical and basic science education in 
the College, an effort for which she has also recently 
been named the Assistant Dean for Undergraduate 
Clinical Education.

Marvell L. Terry, II is native 
Memphian and Founder/ 
Executive Director of The Red 
Door Foundation, Inc, a nonprofit 
with the mission of improving the 
health outcomes of Black gay and 
bisexual men. Marvell currently is 

the HIV/AIDS Project Fellow for the Human Rights 
Campaign through a generous grant from the Elton 
John Foundation.  

Terry’s work has received numerous awards and 
honors. Last year, he was named one of the National 
Black Justice Coalition’s 100 Black LGBTQ Leaders to 
Watch, one of Mused Magazine’s “Game Changers,” 
and one of POZ Magazine’s “POZ 100” leaders in 
the fight against HIV/AIDS. Terry’s previous honors 
include Memphis Flyer’s annual publication of the 
“Top 20 Under 30” making a positive impact on the 
city of Memphis, and the Shelby County Government 
Light of Hope Award.

Dr. Gary Wheeler is a 
pediatrician with training in 
general pediatrics, infectious 
diseases and advocacy. He holds 
degrees from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
the University of Chicago Divinity 

School and the Clinton School for Public Service. 
He currently serves as the Chief Medical Officer of 
the Arkansas Dept. of Health and as an attending 
physician at Arkansas Children’s Hospital. He holds 
appointments as an adjunct professor of pediatrics 
and public health at UAMS and the Boozman College 
of Public Health. He has directed the care of pediatric 
patients with HIV for 30 years. He has volunteered 
for several years to support LGBT patients, medical 
students, faculty, employees and families at UAMS 
and Arkansas Children’s Hospital.

Andrea Zekis is co-founder 
and Executive Director of 
ArTEC, Arkansas Transgender 
Equality Coalition, and primary 
investigator of its health care 
project, Transform Health 
Arkansas, which empowers 
transgender and gender non-

binary Arkansans to lead their own health care 
research. She serves as transgender consultant to 
the Human Rights Campaign’s Project One America 
in Arkansas, a 2015 Victory Empowerment Fellow 
for the Victory Institute in Washington, DC and a 
cartographer for the State of Arkansas. Besides 
her health research work, Andrea has taken part 
in various efforts from increasing access to legal 
name and gender change services, advancing non-
discrimination LGBT policies at the local and national 
levels and developing a database of transgender 
friendly providers in Arkansas. She’s been honored 
by the Arkansas Times as a 2014 Arkansas visionary 
for her work in advancing education, resources and 
gender inclusiveness in Arkansas.
 
 



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR COMMITTEE AND PARTNERS

GUIDES FOR LGBT INCLUSIVE HEALTHCARE

Drawing on survey findings from HRC’s groundbreaking survey of over 
10,000 LGBT-identified youth, this latest report – produced in partnership 
with Gender Spectrum – examines the experiences of survey respondents 
whose gender identities or expressions expand our conventional 
understanding of gender.

The Healthcare Equality Index (HEI) is the national LGBT benchmarking 
tool that evaluates healthcare facilities’ policies and practices related to 
the equity and inclusion of their LGBT patients, visitors and employees. 
The HEI 2014 evaluates a total of 1504 healtchare facilities nationwide. 

VISIT WWW.HRC.ORG TO DOWNLOAD YOUR COPY

Get social! Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/hrcarkansas  #ECEL2015 #hrcarkansas

®

What Do I Do? A Handbook to Understanding Health & HIV is a new 
resource by the Human Rights Campaign in collaboration with AIDS 
United, designed to provide easy-to-read, up-to-date and actionable 
information about HIV prevention, treatment and care. Help us dismantle 
the stigma surrounding HIV, promote safer sex and maintain an open 
and honest dialogue by reading this handbook and sharing it with your 
sexual partners, loved ones, friends, family and social networks

Greg Adams, LCSW, ACSW, FT  -  Arkansas Children’s Hospital
Kim Blann-Anderson - UAMS

Janet Cathey, MD - UAMS
Dan Knight, MD -  UAMS

Angela Frazier Henson - LMSW
Tammy Johnson -  Arkansas Baptist Hospital

Diedra Levi - CEO, LA Corp 
Harvey Makadon,MD - The Fenway Institute, and Harvard 

Medical School
Michelle Smith, PhD, MPH - Arkansas Department of Health

Kate Stewart , MD, MPH - UAMS
Billy Thomas, MD - UAMS   

Gary Wheeler, MD, MPS -  Arkansas Department of Health
Andrea Zekis -  ARTec


